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S o u t h e r n - F r i e d  T h e o l o g y
By Mike Work
home. In the South, religion is certainly 
public, but it doesn’t necessarily inter­
face with public policy. We get altar calls 
once a week, social revolutions once a 
century. Politically speaking, Southern­
ers are historically conservative, whether 
Democrat (until the 1960s) or Republican 
(more recently). Confederate flags still fly 
in the Carolinas, showing off our collective 
streak of independence, and outsider influ­
ence isn’t necessarily welcomed. That’s the 
paradox.
We do hospitality really well, and are 
great at welcoming strangers into our midst, 
yet outsider opinions are held in suspicion, 
especially when they sound like the words 
of a Yankee (or worse, a liberal!). Feel free 
to speak and have your opinions heard; just 
don’t expect me to join your camp, because 
you just don’t get it. The argument may 
sound logical, but we reserve the right to 
suspend rationality and exercise the out­
sider veto. In hindsight (as tends to be the
I’m not the prototypical Southerner, hav­
ing been bom in Ohio and moved to Georgia 
at age ten, but I’ve spent enough time in the 
Deep South to call it my homeland. Having 
lived outside the south for three-plus years 
now, I can say that it’s the only place in the 
States where a federal judge could put up a 
two-ton monument of the Ten Command­
ments in his courthouse and keep it up for 
two years, in part, because public opin­
ion was on his side, over and against the 
ACLU. My memories of civil religion were
shaped in college, when home 
football games at my state- 
sponsored university were pre­
ceded by public prayer. That’s 
the way things are there, and it 
didn’t strike me as odd until I 
saw that it’s not how things are 
everywhere.
What struck me as odd upon 
moving to LA was that churches 
here addressed ‘social issues’ far 
more often than they did back









My staff and I were recently having a discussion about regional 
distinctions in the United States. I was sharing how different life is 
in Middle America compared to the West coast. As an Oklaho­
man:
• I experience a traffic jam when the person I am trying to 
wave through a stop sign wants to be just as polite and let 
me go first.
• I don’t get pro sports. High school and college foot­
ball are life. (I actually struggled emotionally when my 
friend’s grandfather died right before OU/Texas weekend 
and I had to miss the game to go to t h e  
funeral.) »
• I go to Sonic for a coke and or­
der a Dr. Pepper. (For some reason, 
that doesn’t translate out here.)
As I was bemoaning the differ­
ences between the heartland and the 
West Coast, Lisa promptly stopped me and 
said, “The Southwest coast is very differ­
ent from the Northwest coast. There is 
simply no comparison.”
This came as a shock to me.
When I think of regions in the 
U.S., I think West Coast,
East Coast, South and 
Mid-West.
As we were discussing regional distinctions, we realized how var­
ied our perspectives were. Not only did we disagree about the 
regional divides in the U.S., we discovered that being 
from a particular region in the U.S. has a distinct im­
pact on our worldview, our theology, and whether 
we say coke, soda, pop or soft drink.
I began to wonder to what extent is our world­
view effected by what region we are from in 
the U.S.? How does it change our theology, 
politics, and even daily living? And 
what can we learn from others’ re­
gional upbringings?
So hop on board and journey with us 
through the regional divides. Who knows, 
you might pick up a few things and a 
coke along the way.
Michelle Harwell 
SEMI Editor
We want to hear from you! If you would like to write for the SEMI or respond to something you’ve read, please contact us at: semi- 
editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity.
Do You B l o g ?
As an avid blogger I recently decided to catalogue those of us who are/were 
Fuller students and blog. The hope is to help create more conversation and con­
nection between the online world and the ‘real’ world. Blogging continues to 
become more and more a way for people to converse about subjects they know 
best, get feedback from peers, connect with others outside their own spheres, 
and practice writing and publishing. What better way to share our wonderful 
learning with others than by making it easily accessible online. So if you blog 
and go to, or have gone to, Fuller let me know and I will be happy to add you 
to the list.
For more information you can go to my website -gatheringinlight.com and 
go to the ‘Links’ tab.
Or go directly to the Fuller Blogger Listing http://shorty.gatheringinlight. 
com/fullerbloggers/
Or google ‘fuller bloggers’
Help spread the word and hopefully we can begin to strengthen our online 
presence and community as the next generation of Christian thinkers and prac­
titioners.
We ss Daniels











Paul Weston Blakesley 
semi-ads@dept.fuller.edu
The SEMI is published weekly as a service to the Fuller 
community by Student Life and Services, Fuller Theo­
logical Seminary, Pasadena, CA91182. Articles and com­
mentaries do not necessarily reflect the views of the Fuller 
administration or the SEMI. Final editorial responsibility 
rests with the dean of students.
Letters to the editor: The SEMI welcomes brief responses 
to articles and commentaries on issues relevant to the 
Fuller community. All submissions must include the au­
thor’s name and contact information and are subject to 
editing.
Announcements: Notices may be submitted to semi-ads@ 
dept.fuller.edu or dropped off at the SEMI Office on the 
2nd floor of Kreyssler Hall above the Catalyst. They must 
be submitted by the deadlines printed below and not ex­
ceed 35 words.
Advertisements: Notices for events not directly sponsored 
by a Fuller department, office, or organization will be 
printed in the “Ads” section and charged per word. All 
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T h e  H e a r t  o f  T e x a s  I s  D e e p
By Todd Wyrick
“Be careful when you go to the DMV to 
get your California drivers’ license,” my 
Texan friend warned me. “They’re going to 
ask you to surrender your Texas license.” 
Eyebrow raised I replied, “Excuse me? Did 
you say surrender? I’ll surrender it when 
they pry it from my cold, dead hand. If the 
boys at the Alamo didn’t surrender, then 
neither will I!”
Such is the mentality of a native Texan. 
You see, those of us who have embraced 
our Texocentric heritage have a fierce di- 
aspora-esque connection to the Land. Per­
haps this explains the note left on my wind­
shield when I still had Texas plates here in 
Pasadena: “I saw your license plates. Made 
me miss home. I ’m lost too.” There’s just 
something unique about being from Texas 
that makes you long for it every day that 
you’re gone and nobody around you seems 
to understand. There’s a loneliness to it.
I am inclined to think that some of this 
loneliness comes from the constant stereo­
types to which we fall prey. We talk funny. 
We often talk slower. Our state has long 
led the nation in executions, yet this is the 
state that boasts of being at the heart of the 
“Bible belt”...whatever that is. Most of us 
from West Texas have some appreciation 
for the smell of oil or stockyards floating 
on the evening breeze. But the tragic part 
is that we can rarely explain our fanaticism 
over our homeland. And so we just accept 
that nobody will ever fully understand what 
it means to us to be a Texan. In all real­
ity, it most naturally pushes us into a 
rugged individualism that is added 




West Texans, I think. 
Though some of 
my fellow Texans 
might disagree, I 
would propose 
that we have 
a really tough 
time fitting in 
when we cross 
the borders 
out of the 
“Shire” 
a n d  
h e a d
into the great unknown. When my lovely 
wife and I set out for California, I couldn’t 
count how many people looked us square 
in the eye and said, “Don’t you go out there 
and turn into a dif’emt person. Remember 
where you come from! And y’all get back 
here fast ‘fore you turn into some flamin’ 
liberal ‘er somthin’.” After growing up in a 
climate like that, how could a Texan not 
be suspicious?
The sad consequence of all this is that 
our individualism often makes it terribly 
difficult to be in genuine community 
with others. We are often willing to go 
so far as to meet weekly for prayer and 
support, but we have a hard time really 
opening up and sharing the deepest and 
darkest comers of our lives with others. 
We want to keep some cards close to the 
vest and let folks in on a “need to know” 
basis. But conquering that is necessary to 
community, methinks. To do so is to be 
dependent on another and that means that 
we’re out of control. To be dependent on 
another is to tighten up the reigns on that 
which makes us so separate from others. 
To be dependent on another is to be vulner­
able and we Texans much prefer to appear 
invincible. But perhaps this is not just a 
Texas problem.
At the end of the day, are we not all 
yearning and desiring the same thing? To 
know and be known. I reckon this is just a 
human problem. But maybe there’s a little 
Texas in all of us. It’s that little something 
(or 269,339 square miles of something if 
you’re a Texan) that we have to let go of 
just a little bit to allow others in. Not so 
much that we cease to be that, but insofar
us.
Lubbock, TX
as we do not allow it to hopelessly divide
I won’t pretend to have achieved it, but 
I’m trying. After all, if you walk into my 
office at home, you’ll find a large Texas 
flag hanging on the wall as well as a neon
Texas Lottery sign, an assortment of Texas 
license plates, the head of a boar that I shot 
outside Laredo and a special picture that 
my brother gave us when we left. It shows 
a small country house and a windmill sur­
rounded by nothing but sky. The caption is 
cut off of a check from an old greasy spoon 
diner that says, “Come back, please” (In­
sert solitary tear here).
In our time here at Fuller, Sarah and I 
have been blessed to have been persuaded 
in some sense to let folks in a little closer 
and open ourselves up a bit more. Most 
Texans have an open door to their house, 
but struggle to open their hearts beyond the 
surface. Our house has always been open 
to whomever, but now our hearts are a bit 
more open as well. When we do return to 
Texas, we’ll still be very much Texan, but 
we’ll take back some California, Korea, 
China, Kenya, Ethiopia, Oregon, Washing­
ton and wherever else.
So, please be gracious with us Texans. 
We, like you, are on the journey and just 
doing the best we can.
Todd is a 3rd year MDiv 
student. He and his lovely 
wife, Sarah, are diaspora 
Texans and love red meat. 
Todd also wants to give a 
‘shout out’ to his Homilet­
ics preaching group.
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T h e  M i d - W e s t : N ot Just a Fly-O ver Region
By Tracy Young
So, I ’ve been thinking about this topic for 
approximately one day: how has my theol­
ogy or spirituality been shaped by growing 
up the Midwest? One day of sporadic rumi­
nation isn’t going to be enough to come up 
with any solid answers to that question, but 
is enough time to come up with some more 
questions. This is convenient, and lets me 
off the hook a little, so here goes.
First, I think it’s important that I mention 
that I don’t think there is a typical Mid­
western upbringing. There may be a stereo­
type of the Midwest as a rather bland, ge­
neric, “Gee Whiz” sort of place, but I hope 
that most people know that’s not true. The 
Midwest is home to bustling metropolitan 
centers, world-class artists and musicians, 
people of all races, religions, sexual orien­
tations, people of all political stripes, and 
of all educational levels. And they don’t all 
live in Chicago. This is to say that I am one 
person from a mid-sized city in Michigan, 
and I don’t pretend that my Midwestern up­
bringing is a shared experience with other 
Midwesterners. I’m not convinced that 
there is a blanket Midwestern ethos. (Of 
course, I ’m going to go ahead and pretend 
there might be, because, otherwise, there 
would be no article, and then where would 
we all be?)
Seasonal Affective Spirituality 
Is it possible that 
discemable seasonal 
change can affect 
one’s spiritual­
ity? I come from 
a place with 
a pretty diffi­
cult winter. It’s 
long, it’s cold,
and it’s gloomy. There have been times 
when the sun didn’t break through the 
cloud cover even once for over two weeks. 
It takes a while for winter to give up-and so 
when those first few days of warmth start 
to melt the snow, and that warmth starts to 
stick around-those days are electric. You 
actually feel it in your body; it’s like the 
atmosphere is charged. You’ve been wait­
ing and yearning and going stir-crazy over 
the dark winter, and when spring finally 
arrives, there is this weird sense of possi­
bility and hope and joy. There’s a shared 
gratitude that we actually made it. People 
kind of bounce around, and everyone sort 
of falls in love all over the place, and gid­
diness splatters all over everything. It just 
feels different. The new life of Easter is 
matched by the budding on the trees and 
the return of the birds and the renewed spir­
it of the people.
Is it possible that there’s a 
theological echo in the cli­
mate?
Topographic Humility 
Or what about this possibility: could the 
humble geography of the Midwest influ­
ence our theology? We don’t boast a Grand 
Canyon, we don’t host huge granite peaks, 
our trees don’t need to be 200 feet tall to be 
appreciated, and our lakes only need to be 
Great, not Ridiculously Awesome. You just 
know that Pacific and Atlantic are totally 
laughing behind Lake Superior’s back. We 
have a lovely topography, to be sure, and 
beauty to spare, but maybe not too many 
places where the jaw drops and the head 
shakes. Our grandeur is not oversized; 
we’ve got what we need, maybe even too 
much. Could our quieter landscape give 
rise to a spirituality that values economy, 
simplicity, and modesty?
The Great Escape 
Maybe it’s just me, but 
I realized, after about a 
year in Southern Califor­
nia, that I felt constantly 
uneasy. I began to under­
stand that it was because 
there never seems to be 
rest here. The helicopters 
drone continuously over­
head, the traffic-well, you 
all know about the traffic, 
there are tons of people 
everywhere, and unless 
you drive for a good long 
time, you cannot escape 
it. I wonder if, coming 
from a manageably sized 
Midwestern city, I have 
perhaps learned to overly 
value security and safety. 
I wonder if what I have
Continued on page 10
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O n  THE T r a i n : M issing a “ Metro Relationship” with G od
By Colleen Yvonne Thomas
Colleen is a MAT-WTA 
student.
I miss New York City and I miss my 
subway rides. Fortunately, I, unlike most 
Angelinos, do not have a congested daily 
freeway commute to bear. For that I am tru­
ly grateful. But in New York (hereafter re­
ferred to as simply, “the city”), I had some 
of my best moments with God on the train.
Amongst Christian friends, we jokingly 
referred to our daily devotional time on the 
train as having a “metro relationship” with 
God. Perhaps for some, relegating quiet 
time with God to a subway ride would 
seem unholy or sacrilegious, but many of 
us believers knew that God appreciated this
very urban act of consecration.
One of my longest commutes was from 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn on the N/R line. It 
was a solid 40 minute ride from that south­
eastern most part of Brooklyn near the Ver- 
razano Bridge to the campus of New York 
University in Manhattan’s West Village. 
Because Bay Ridge was practically the end 
of the line, you could always catch a seat- 
somewhat critical for getting in a good 
quiet time! In the rush hours (which in the 
city is practically every hour) the closer the
train got to my stop the more crowded it 
became. By the time I landed at 8th Street 
and Broadway there’d be standing room 
only.
After learning I’ve lived in the 
city, people often say to me,
“New York is such a rush. I could 
never live there.” I always smile 
and think to myself of the Sex 
and the City episode where Car­
rie metaphorically “dates the city” 
and ditches the cute out-of-town 
sailor who similarly talks bad about 
her “man.” New York may not be for ev­
erybody, but it is certainly a place I believe 
everyone could live in if they knew the 
way.
There’s a different motion to it. Call it 
a rush if you’d like, but it reminds me of 
the life and ministry of Christ. There’s al­
ways a crowd around you. And while there 
are places to sneak away to and pray (think 
Central Park) as Jesus sometimes did, more 
often than not, he was amongst a crowd. 
Life moved constantly around him. As a 
matter of fact, he was the center of life.
In New York, that’s the feeling. You 
feel like you are living in the epi­
center of the world with life mov­
ing around you at a rapid pace. 
Spiritually you learn, as an author 
I recently read, “how to rest in mo­
tion.” It’s like being on the train. 
Looking back on the diverse crowd 
of people gathered around me on 
that subway each day-young and 
old, rich and poor, Caribbean to 
Russian, I know what it feels like 
to rest in motion.
Southern California is nice and 
slow...believe me, it is! Pasadena, especial­
ly so. When I first arrived here, I noticed 
people often told me to “chill out.” And 
I thought I was a pretty chill person! Un­
doubtedly my pace has since slowed, yet I 
find myself still missing those train rides. 
Missing my metro relationship with God.
We can all relate to the struggle it is to 
carve out 40 minutes of each morning just 
to sit and have quiet time with him. It’s 
something we earnestly desire and often 
fall short of doing. Just now, a year and half 
since arriving in Pasadena, I am discover­
ing new ways of finding that time with him. 
Here it’s usually outside, in a park, in soli­
tude, communing with nature. And don’t 
get me wrong, this time is revealing of him 
in new and refreshing ways. But when I 
look back on the life of Christ, I miss the 
motion of that subway train. I honestly felt 
more connected to him in a crowd.
New York may not be for everybody, but it is certainly a 
place I believe everyone could live in if they knew the way. 
There’s a different motion to it. Call it a rush if you’d like, 
but it reminds me of the life and ministry of Christ.There’s 
always a crowd around you...Life moved constantly around 
him. As a matter of fact, He was the center of life.
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I ' m  f r o m  T h e  N o r t h w e s t  N o t  T h e  W e s t  C o a s t
By Lisa Wieget
First of all, I would like to admit that 
the nuances of regional culture from the 
Midwest, South, Deep South, Lake States, 
Northeast etc. etc. are not something with 
which I am intimately familiar. So, I can 
sympathize with those of my colleagues 
who like to classify the entire West Coast 
as one big cultural group: they don’t know 
any better. But just because I live on the 
West side of the Rockies does not mean I 
have the same cultural experience as peo­
ple who grew up in Arizona, Colorado, or 
Southern California. I ’m from the North­
en equal weight and we were taught to try 
find a balance between environmental sus 
tainability and human needs. Yes, folks, 
this was in third grade. You see critical 
thinking and engagement of culture on 
an intellectual level were a really big 
deal in my cultural environment. This 
value was just as important as respect for 
all people, literacy (public library summer 
reading programs were some of the most 
popular activities for me and my friends), 
involvement in the arts, music (we are the 
home of Nirvana and Death Cab for Cutie),
The popular kids weren’t the cheerleaders and 
the football team, oftentimes they were honor roll 
students and the valedictorians who published the 
school’s literary journal.
west, not the West Coast.
The Northwest is generally classified as 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. 
And, despite some similarities with people 
who live in other states west of the Rockies, 
we are our own animals. More specifically, 
I am from the urban Northwest. I am from 
Seattle, which means I am from a North­
west city, as opposed to a logging town, a 
farming community, a ranch, or a small 
mountain community, but all of 
these other communities influence 
the way that I look at the world.
I have been raised with awareness of 
environmental issues since I was in kin­
dergarten, but not all Northwestemers are 
completely in support of “saving the spot­
ted owl.” I watched and interacted with 
both sides of deforestation issues in my 3rd 
grade class and attended school with kids 
whose parents were loggers and whose 
parents were environmental scientists.
Both sides of the issue were giv- i
coffee, and outdoor sports. From an early 
age I was taught to engage and question 
everything, to see social problems as some­
thing I could have a hand in fixing, and to 
strive to make the world a better place to 
live.
Another thing I find unique about the 
" Northwest, and particularly Seattle, is 
our lack of enamorment with celebrity. 
*** We just don’t care. Bill Gates and 
most of the Mariners (when they 
were actually a competitive base­
ball team) shop at the same Target 
m as the rest of us. When we take boats 
I  out on Lake Washington, it’s almost 
impossible to tell where the Gates live: 
their house is one of the least obtrusive 
on the lake. Oh, and everyone in Se- 
attle knows someone who has a boat: 
j  when you only have 3 months of sun, 
you use them to the fullest. And de­
spite the fact that popularity was an 
issue in high school, the popular kids 
weren’t the cheer­
leaders and the 
football team. Of­
tentimes they were 
honor roll students 
and the valedic­
torians who pub­
lished the school’s 
literary journal. In 
fact, the concept
of anti-intellectualism wasn’t something I 
encountered until I entered college.
All of what I have said means two things: 
1. People from the Northwest are down to 
earth, smart and generally uninterested in 
business that doesn’t directly affect them 
or involve greater social issues; and 2. The 
Northwest can be very lonely if you grew 
up in a culture where people constantly 
watch out for you and hold you account­
able for your actions.
The Northwest is a remarkably secular 
environment. This means that Christians 
are insular and fairly strongly attached to 
their faith. The general cultural assumption 
about what is the appropriate faith directs 
people to secular humanism, agnosticism, 
or atheism. If one claims faith that is other 
than these culturally accepted norms, one 
must be prepared to intellectually defend 
their reasoning and be labeled as the crazy 
Christian kid. Being in an environment 
where Christianity was expected or as­
sumed felt refreshing and liberating when I 
showed up to college, but the ills of cultural 
Christianity were a totally new encounter.
So, to summarize, I’m not a total author­
ity on all the cultural expressions of the 
Northwest, but I know I grew up in a secu­
lar, down-to-earth, culturally literate and 
highly intellectual environment where au­
thority was questioned critically, individual 
thinking was fostered, and human action 
was seen for its possibilities. Oh, and cof­
fee and sushi flow like water, thanks be to 
God!
Lisa (3rd year SOT 
MDiv) agrees with Tom 
that Southern California 
weather makes life a little 
easier, but she misses the 
wind storms and power 
outages o f her childhood.
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T h e  S o u t h w e s t : So C al is the Best
By Tom Bennett
If you have to ask why California is so 
great, you obviously don’t get it. I don’t 
know how many times some Fuller student 
from fly-over country has been offended 
because five minutes into our conversation 
about their home state, I ’ve forgotten which 
one it is. Look, it’s nothing personal. Seri­
ously, I ’m sure that Kansas City, Nebraska 
is a real cultural epicenter, bursting at the 
seams with a vibrant local art scene, and
universe on Wikipedia.
Let me ask you some­
thing. What are you do­
ing this weekend? What­
ever it is (and I bet it’ll be 
something awesome like 
karaoke-boxing it up after 
kimchi in Koreatown) you 
know what you’re not worried 
about? The weather. You’re not re
No, by all means, do go on. Please yap my ear 
off about the traffic and the materialism and the 
fake tans and the fake boobs— I’m listening, re­
ally I am. Okay, I admit ¡t;Pm not.
boasting all the latest fashions from France 
or New York or wherever.
No, by all means, do go on. Please yap 
my ear off about the traffic and the ma­
terialism and the fake tans and the fake 
boobs—I’m listening, really I am. Okay, I 
admit it; I ’m not.
And that’s the point. I ’m sorry that I don’t 
pay attention to all your opinions about 
my state, but I don’t. Cripes, I’ve got two 
papers to write, two jobs to work, and the 
surf report says Huntington’s going to pop 
off tomorrow so I need to get it all done 
yesterday; forgive me for not skipping my 
Double-Double and Animal-style fries to 
look up all your state’s contributions to the
planning your life around the next hurricane 
or flood or tornado. Instead, you’re worried 
that you won’t be able to fit into that pair of 
pre-wom jeans you got at Urban Outfitters 
on the night Joseph Arthur’s playing at the 
Troubador. Yeah, you’re right. This place 
really sucks.
It’s like I always tell my roommate: just 
think about the word “dude.” Love it or hate 
it, everyone uses it now, and we invented 
it. Or rather, we turned it from a pejorative 
into a complement. I figure it went down 
like this: a couple of squares were down at 
the beach on a weekday when a punk was 
coming in off a huge set. One of the squares 
(secretly jealous) was like, “Hey pal, you
know you look like a real dude with no 
job and no shoes on,” and the kid was like, 
“Yeah, I guess I do,” and smirked and kept 
walking.
We’re the smirkers and the layabouts, 
we play hard and work hard or don’t work 
at all. We live fast or slow or somewhere 
in-between but we live and let live. We do 
our own thing and we don’t care what you 
think.
And that’s why you hate us.
Tom is a native, Orange 
County Californian fin­
ishing up his MDiv. He 
hopes to live forever in 
California working in a 
church.
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JESUS AND G o m e r : O n Shaming W omen and  Scandalous M inistry
By Kent Davis Sensenig
I thoroughly enjoyed Dr. John Thomp­
son’s chapel meditation (Feb. 14) on the 
strange marriage between the prophet Ho- 
sea and the prostitute Gomer. (Admitted­
ly, it wasn’t your typical Valentine’s Day 
fare!) While this episode clearly speaks to 
the troubled relationship between Israel 
and her God, it is presented as very real. Dr. 
Thompson highlighted two types of readers 
of this problematic text, with two different 
concerns: 1) Church “fathers” from Ori- 
gen and Augustine to Calvin and Luther, 
for whom Hosea’s shenanigans set a bad 
precedent for (male) ministers on the score 
of sexual integrity (the history of exegesis 
being Thompson’s area of expertise); and 
2) Contemporary feminists disturbed by 
depictions of a God who threatens to strip,
shame, and violently punish a defenseless 
woman (women finally getting a chance 
to join the “fathers” in commenting on the 
Bible!). I appreciated Thompson’s com­
ment that “feminist” is not a bad word in 
his household! Amen, brother.
Thompson suggested that both critical 
readers get it right and wrong. The Fa­
thers were right that the sexual integrity of 
church leaders is essential for godly min­
istry. The pedophile priests and Ted Hag­
gards of our day serve as reminders of this 
age-old truth. The feminists get it right that 
we can no longer ignore the harmful effects 
of the Bible’s patriarchal and violent im­
ages against women, given generations of 
Christian men who have abused, molested, 
and raped wives and daughters while the
Dr. Thompson pointed out that (whorish) women repeatedly 
serve as stand-ins for Israel’s idolatry, sin,and shame in the Hebrew 
Bible, but men rarely do. But who is stripped, beaten, humiliated, 
and violently punished as the stand-in for Israel’s sin and shame in 
the New Testament? Jesus himself. If there is any “Christ figure” in 
Hosea it would be Gomer, the prodigal-prostitute threatened by 
wrathful Powers (too often confused as God).
Church turned a blind eye. Thompson said 
they both get something wrong, however, 
in their suspicious approach to the text and 
lack of trust in the God behind it. He then 
left us with the resolution that stories like 
Hosea and Gomer—that portray God act­
ing badly, “out of character,” or approv­
ing immorality—must be accepted as part 
of the enigmatic mystery of a God who is 
“holy.”
But how could such a God be truly wor­
thy of worship? This sounds too much like 
a father who comforts his wife and kids 
with one hand and slaps them down with 
the other, the kind of man that Dr. Thomp­
son said women soon learn not to trust! 
An OT prof of mine once described this as 
the “God of the Big Boot” who might one
____________  day squash you in a fit of
rage.
Still, I might settle for 
such mystic justifica­
tions of God’s wrath if 
I had never met Jesus of 
Nazareth. The primary 
hermeneutic of the Ana­
baptist stream of spiri­
tuality in which I swim 
is that all biblical texts, 
in the end, must be read 
in the light of Jesus and 
brought under his (Suf­
fering Servant) Lord- 
ship. According to 
my reading of the 
Councils of Nicea/ 
Chalcedon, Jesus is 
both a) the embodi­
ment of what God 
intended for human 
living from the be-
ginning (put more 
simply, Jesus is the 
norm for what it 
means to be human; 
put more cosmically, 
as the New Testament 
does, he is the logos-wisdom 
through which Creation 
was made); and b) 
the clearest rev- 
|  elation of the 
I character of
Continued on page 10
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God we have (in case we get confused by 
“enigmatic” depictions of a badly behaving 
God in other parts of Scripture). Jesus is 
the hinge and heart of the Trinity, and the 
holiness of God is seen most brightly in his 
life and teachings. Yet after edifying (and 
at times entertaining!) exegesis of the Ho- 
sea text and the history of its interpretation, 
Thompson didn’t take us to Jesus (Granted, 
the man’s only got 30 minutes with which 
to work and was trying to do justice by both 
the Fathers and the feminists!).
But what might we learn from Jesus 
about reading Hosea and Gomer? I high­
light three points:
1) When Jesus encounters the Samaritan 
woman with her multiple marriages, the 
woman caught in adultery, Mary Magda­
lene and her multiple demons, the woman 
with the flow of blood, the sinful woman 
who washed his feet with her tears and hair, 
the one who anoints him for his burial with 
a priceless jar of nard, the dead daughter 
of Jairus, and the “women who followed 
him from Galilee” (many, like Gomer, 
women of ill repute), what results? Jesus 
offers healing, forgiveness, and empower­
ment to ministry, never stripping, shaming, 
or punishment. The Samaritan woman be­
comes the first Christian evangelist; Mary 
Magdalene, the first apostle; Mary and
Martha two of Jesus’ closest disciples; and 
the (unnamed!) woman who prepares him 
for burial is to be “remembered wherever 
the Gospel is preached.” You might further 
notice that all four women in Matthew’s 
genealogy of Jesus—Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
and Bathsheba—are likewise women with 
bad reputations (not to mention Mary, his 
unwed teenage mom!).
2) Dr. Thompson pointed out that (whor- 
ish) women repeatedly serve as stand-ins 
for Israel’s idolatry, sin, and shame in the 
Hebrew Bible, but men rarely do. But who 
is stripped, beaten, humiliated, and vio­
lently punished as the stand-in for Israel’s 
sin and shame in the New Testament? Jesus 
himself. If there is any “Christ figure” in 
Hosea it would be Gomer, the prodigal- 
prostitute threatened by wrathful Powers 
(too often confused with God).
3) On the issue of “scandalous” ministry, 
Jesus also sets the standard on how to be 
scandalous in the right way! Jesus’ ministry 
was a stumbling block to many: he partied 
with sinners (they called him a “glutton and 
drunkard”); he messed around in the char­
ismatic realm of spiritual power (they said 
he had a demon); he confronts the lead­
ers of his nation with their injustices (they 
called him a “false shepherd”); he breaks 
Rome’s imperial rules (they executed him
as a rebel). Jesus’ ministry is “scandalous” 
when it comes to comforting the afflicted 
and afflicting the comfortable, yet it is crys­
tal clear about the sanctity of marriage, the 
impermissibility of mistreating women and 
children, and what a chaste life of single- 
minded devotion to God’s mission looks 
like (despite the fantasies of Dan Brown!).
Jesus knew his “Abba” more intimately 
than anyone before or since. Thanks to his 
witness, we can trust that the Father (who 
also created the universe) will never act 
badly or “out of character” in dealing with 
us or the world God loves. The “Big Boot 
God” of wrathful violence (whether he 
commands genocide, warfare, child sacri­
fice, or violence against women) deserves 
our resistance, not our worship, in the name 
of Christ.
Kent is pursuing a PhD in 
Ethics. His wife pastors 
at Pasadena Mennonite 
Church. Like Dr. Thomp­
son, “feminist’’ is a good 
word in his household!
Financial A id
Student Financial Services, 250 N Madison, 3rd Floor, 584.5421 finaid-info@dept.fuller.edu, 
www.fuller.edulfi.naid. All applications are available online or at Student Financial Services
Fuller Financial Aid Apps for the ‘07-‘08 aid year are available. 
Remember, if you would like to receive financial aid you must apply 
every year! The priority deadline for returning student applications 
is March 16.
The Rotary Foundation is sponsoring an Ambassadorial Scholar­
ship program for students planning on entering the mission field in 
‘08-’09. Applications are available in the Student Financial Services 
office and more information can be obtained at www.rotary.org
The National Federation of the Blind will award thirty scholar­
ships to high-achieving legally blind students ranging from $3,000 
to $12,000. Applications are available in the Student Financial Ser­
vices office or more information can be obtained at www.nfb.org
The Lydia Scholarship is available for Women in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). Applications are available online at www.npwl.org. 
Applications are due Mar 1.
The Mary E. Bivins Foundation has scholarships available for the 
‘07-’08 school year. More information and application materials can
be found at www.bivinsfoundations.org. Applications are due Mar
1.
Dubose Scholarship Applications are now available for applicants 
who are at least 32 years old, are on Holy Orders in the Episcopal 
Church and are enrolled in seminary. Applications are available in 
the Student Financial Services Office and are due by April 30.
The Korean American Scholarship Foundation. The Western 
Region has scholarship available for full time graduate students of 
Korean decent. Applications are available in the Student Financial 
Services office and are due May 31.
The Fund for Theological Education has Doctoral Fellowship 
Programs available for students in a PhD or ThD program in reli­
gion, theology or biblical studies. More information can be found at 
www.thefund.org.
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labeled “spiritual retreat,” is more appro­
priately labeled “escapism.” Do I idolize 
security? If so, that’s bound to affect my 
theology-my approach to community, to 
service, to the pursuit of justice. It’s an un­
comfortable thought.
Now, you’ll notice that there are a lot of 
“maybes” and “possiblies” and “could it 
bes” above. That’s because, as I mentioned, 
I ’m winging it here, and I don’t know if 
there is a Midwestern tinge on my theology
or spirituality or what that would look like 
if there were.
Here’s about the only thing I ’m willing 
to assert: We are not a bunch of fly-over 
states (well, most of us aren’t; you know 
who you are, State), and we are not fly-over 
people. The impression some may have of 
the Midwest as rather ordinary and unas­
suming could erroneously lead to the im­
pression that the faith of its people, and the 
contributions they make to the life of the
Church are also ordinary. Not so. But, gee 
whiz, you already knew that.
Tracy is a 2nd year MAT 
student. She hopes that 
she doesn’t have too much 
o f a nasal West Michigan 
accent, because, dang, 
that accent is annoying.










case), I can see how that mindset served me 
well at times, not so much at others.
As I mentioned above, Southerners don’t 
necessarily handle our affairs in the courts 
or tabloids. We do things in private. Private 
affairs are more appropriately termed fam­
about family values, yet before those words 
became political currency, I ’d earmarked 
two of my own: loyalty and respect, now 
burned into my bones. These aren’t ex­
clusive to the South (as The Godfather re­
minded me), but that’s where my percep­
Feel free to speak and have your opinions heard; 
just don’t expect me to join your camp, because you 
just don’t get it.The argument may sound logical, but 
we reserve the right to suspend rationality and exer­
cise the outsider veto.
ily matters, given the prominence of the 
family in Southern culture. We talk a lot
tions of them were honed. In short, loyalty 
lasts a lifetime, especially when family is
concerned, while disrespect and lack of 
manners take a long time to get past, as 
does taking a private matter public.
The corollary of loyalty and respect is 
that we don’t do grace very well, especially 
when things go astray; if someone bums 
my family, they’re done, no more visits 
or cards. Similarly, when I don’t respect 
someone, or feel that they’ve slighted me 
or my kin, I find it awfully hard to extend a 
hand of friendship or share a meal.
We don’t have many ready models of 
grace, even in the so-called Bible Belt. Fel­
low Georgian Philip Yancey penned a book 
on the topic, drawing heavily from memo­
ries of ungrace that marked his life in the 
South. Here’s a challenge for the churches: 
We Southerners know how to handle things 
and put them out of sight. But brokenness 
and sin linger, as do their effects. 
The only workable and sustain­
able countermeasure I know of 
is the grace and forgiveness that 
Jesus breathed, and that he left to 
his followers, irrespective of their 
social locations.
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We NEED Your Blood & Marrow!
Thu, Mar 1, Payton 101 
Student Life & Services and Human Re­
sources is pleased to partner with City of 
Hope, a Comprehensive Cancer Center that 
treats cancers and other life-threatening 
diseases. All employees & students are en­
couraged to support this blood drive.
USC President Comes to Fuller 
Mon, Mar 5,3:00-4:30, Travis Auditorium 
Dr. Steven Sample, president of USC and 
highly regarded author and faculty member, 
will deliver the inaugural Max and Esther 
De Pree Presidential Leadership Lecture. 
Everyone is welcome; no RSVP required. 
Don’t miss out! Contact 578.6335 for 
more info.
Chapman Clark Professorial Inaugural 
Lecture
Tue, Mar 6 ,10am Travis Auditorium 
Dr. Chapman Clark, Professor of Youth, 
Family, and Culture, will give his profes­
sorial inaugural lecture entitled, “Do Not 
Hinder Them: The Imperative We Can No 
Longer Ignore.” This event is open to the 
public and no reservation is required. For 
more information contact the School of 
Theology Dean’s Office at 584.5300, or 
theology@fuller.edu.
Regional Am. Academy of Religions 
Sun-Mon, Mar 25-26,
Church Divinity School o f the Pacific 
Registration for the ‘07 regional meet­
ing for AAR/SBL is now open. Visit the 
WESCOR website at www2.sjsu.edu/wec- 
sor/ to register. In addition, the AAR and 
Society for Biblical Literature (SBL) are 
receiving papers to be presented at the ‘07 
annual meeting, which will be held Nov 
17-20 in San Diego. The deadline for sub­
mitting proposals is Mar 1. For more info 
and guidelines for submitting proposals go 
to aarweb.org. or contact Kirsten Oh at kir- 
stenoh@ gmail .com.
Parish Pulpit Fellowship 
Applications are being taken for the ‘07- 
‘08 Parish Pulpit Fellowship. One fel­
lowship is available ($24,000 for single 
recipient; $28,000 for a married recipient, 
if spouse accompanies). Recipient must be 
eligible for graduation in spring or summer 
of ‘07. Awardees are expected to travel 
and study overseas during the ‘07 - ‘08 ac­
ademic year. Applications are available at 
the SOT Dean’s Office 584.5300 or e-mail 
sot-deansoffice@dept.fuller.edu. Applica­
tion due Wed, Mar 23, 5pm.
Integrational Small Group 
Do you have the heart to integrate psy­
chology, missions, and theology? Do you 
care about the mental health and spiritual 
needs of missionaries? Join a community 
of students every other Thursday night for 
thriving discussion and fellowship. For 
time, location, and speakers, contact Jeff 
Simons (buckrogers@cp.fuller.edu) or 
Hana Shin (hana_shin @cp.fuller.edu).
Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free 
individual therapy to a limited number of 
students and their family members on a 
first-come first-served basis. Therapy is 
provided by supervised students earning 
a doctoral degree in clinical psychology. 
Ideal for relationship issues, life transi­
tions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. 
Duration of therapy will be determined 
by need, limited only by the duration of 
the academic year. For more info, contact 
Fuller Psychological and Family Services 
at 584.5555.
Anger Management Class 
Beginning March 13, a ten-week on going 
anger management class will be offered at 
FPFS for $10 per session. For more infor­
mation, please contact Groups Coordina­
tor, Grace Kim at 204.2058.
Tickets to Amusement Parks 
Student Life and Services sells tickets to 
Disneyland (2fer adults $63 & children 
$53), Legoland ($40) and Universal Stu­
dios ($39). Call 584.5435 for info.








A d v e r t ise m e n t s
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and 
type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed.
S e r v i c e s
Interested in Spiritual Direction? Office ses­
sions are anytime between 4-8 pm on Thurs­
days. Close to Fuller. Call Wil for an appoint­
ment: 318.6696.
Pastoral Counseling. I am seeking persons 
who are in need of counseling, especially those 
struggling with the issues of identity, relation­
ships, and marriage. I am at the end of my work 
as a PhD from SOT in pastoral counseling and 
am supervised under an American Association 
of Pastoral Counselors Fellow. Kirsten Oh: kir- 
stenoh@gmail.com or 755.9821.
Are You a Mother? The Mothers Project, a USC 
study of Black women’s pregnancy and mother­
ing experiences, is recruiting women ages 18-44 
who were bom in the Caribbean, Africa, or U.S. 
and who have had a child in the U.S. $30 cash 
compensation. Please call 213.740.2765 for 
more information.
Les Alkana Motors, Auto Dealership: Wide 
selection of cars; Located in Pasadena; Excel­
lent financing department; Low or no down- 
payment required. Special deals for students; 
577.0461.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or other 
real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomber- 
lin at Sun Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Massage Therapy! Massage is excellent self- 
care! Susan Young, nationally certified massage 
therapist, now working in Arcadia and La Ca­
ñada. 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. 
Hrant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, 
Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west of Full­
er. Owned by family of Fuller graduate for 25 
years. Discount for students! Columbia Auto 
Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask 
for John or Paul.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used 
tires, alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. 
Walnut St. 795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8am- 
lpm.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Sta­
tion. 1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 
8am-5:30pm.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zim­
mer Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and 
repair business founded 
in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district of down­
town Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime 
member of Glendale Pres­
byterian Church. Because of our appreciation of 
Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider it 
a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Tax Time. Tax preparer, licensed and bonded, 
specializing in ministers, Fuller students and 
staff. Reasonable rates. Ask for Tom Dunn at 
818.352.8237.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds of projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “surviv- 
able” research proposals a specialty. Methods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey development. Pro­
vides multivariate data analysis using SAS or 
SPSS. Statistical results explained in simple 
English! Assistance with statistical table cre­
ation and report write-up. Final oral defense 
preparation. Fuller community discounts. Call 
for free phone consultation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 
310.640.8017. Email tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/ 
Discover/ MasterCard/ AMEX accepted.
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Student Insurance Info
Student Health Insurance Office: 5845438, hr-student-ins@dept fuller, 
edu, or visit our website at www.fuller.edu/student_health_insurance 
for more details. All forms and info can be found at the Student Health 
Insurance Office or online.
Insurance Deadlines - Spring ‘07
The preferred deadline for purchasing or waiving coverage for health/dental insur­
ance is Mar 5 and the final deadline is Mar 30.
Nationwide Forms Now Online
Students who are signing up for Nationwide Health Insurance in the Spring quarter 
can complete the process from the comfort of their own computer. Get the process 
started today at www.renstudent.com/fuller.
New Online Waiver Process
If you have not already waived student health insurance this year you can start 
today at www.renstudent.com/fuller. Any student whose waiver has already been 
approved in either the Fall ‘06 or Winter ‘07 quarter does not need to waive again 
for the rest of academic year.
Help Us Serve You
Please ensure that you fill out all the required information on your student health/ 
dental forms when you complete your self-registration packet. By not providing ad­
equate information, and not submitting forms by the deadline, you will slow down 
and in some cases even not qualify to purchase the plan of your choice. Please call 
or email us by the deadline and we will be glad to walk you through the process.
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